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[0001] This application claims benefit of priority of Provisional Application Serial No. 
60/415,781, filed October 4, 2002. 

BACKGROUND OF INVENTION 

a. Field of Invention 

[0002] The invention relates generally to a label and a manufacturing method thereof, and, 
more particularly to a label and booklet combination in which the label and the booklet may be 
releasably affixed to a product, and a manufacturing method thereof. 

b. Description of Related Art 

[0003] Flexographic printing of multi-page booklet or leaflet labels affixed to a carrier web is 
well known in the industry. The web or roll of finished booklet labels can be automatically 
applied by a machine to numerous products or product packaging. The printed material may 
include recipes, instructions, warnings, mail-in promotions and the like. After application 
thereof, the booklet can be conveniently removed from the product or package by a consumer 
without defacing the surface thereof or leaving the underlying surface obscured. 
[0004] Flexographic printing of an Instantly Redeemable Coupon (IRC), which can also be 
machine applied to a product or product packaging for convenient removal by a cashier at the 
checkout counter, is also well known in the industry. 

[0005] The current industry however lacks combination labels, which include an IRC on top 
of a booklet or leaflet label. Regardless of how IRCs, booklets or leaflet labels are printed and 
manufactured, the application of an IRC to a booklet or leaflet label has presented obstacles in 
the industry thus far, 

[0006] As an alternative to being placed on top of a booklet or leaflet label, an IRC may be . 
included inside a leaflet label. However, use of such an IRC would necessitate opening the 
leaflet at the checkout counter by a cashier, thus risking damage, removal or loss of the booklet 
or leaflet label. This would also defeat the advertiser's purpose if the leaflet becomes damaged or 
lost, and further create an inconvenience for the cashier and the consumer. 
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[0007] For the alternative of placing an IRC inside a leaflet label discussed above, mail-in 
coupons, future purchase redemption coupons and sweepstake entry blanks placed inside a 
booklet or leaflet label are common and are somewhat effective at promoting a particular product 
or brand. However, these alternatives do not carry the impact of "point of purchase" consumer 
gratification and brand loyalty associated with an IRC. 

[0008] It is apparent that an IRC and a booklet label can be manually affixed to a product or 
package. This approach however takes up additional space on the product or package, and 
significantly increases the time required for manufacturing the end-product. 
[0009] Specifically, in the "manual application" scheme discussed above, the IRCs and 
booklet labels must be produced on different presses or a single press must be reconfigured for 
the separate production thereof Producing separate IRCs and booklet labels also requires 
additional materials because each label must have its own carrier web and release mechanism. 
Separate IRCs and booklet labels on separate rolls also add bulk and weight, thereby increasing 
packing and shipping costs. Lastly, using separate IRCs and booklet labels requires separate 
application to the product or package, thereby necessitating two applying stations and two 
applications on a user's production line. 

SUMMARY OF INVENTION 

[0010] The present invention solves the problems and overcomes the drawbacks and 
disadvantages of the prior art by providing an apparatus and method for flexographic printing of 
a booklet or leaflet label affixed to a conventional carrier web by conventional means, the 
flexographic printing of an IRC, the affixing of the IRC to the top surface of the booklet or leaflet 
label, the die cutting of the combined piece, and waste matrix removal and perforation of the 
combined die cut piece, all in one pass through a flexographic in-line press. 
[0011] Specifically, the present invention provides a paperback rider instanfly redeemable 
coupon (IRC) including a Hner having inner and outer sections on a first face thereof and a 
booklet including first and second surfaces. The first surface of the booklet may be disposed 
substantially adjacent the inner section on the first face of the liner. The paperback rider IRC 
fiirther includes a first laminate adhesively affixed to the second surface of the booklet. The first 
laminate may include inner and outer sections on first and second faces thereof The inner 
section of the first face of the first laminate may be affixed to the booklet. The outer section of 
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the first face of the first laminate may be affixed to the outer section of the Uner to substantially 
enclose the booklet between the first laminate and the liner. The paperback rider IRC may 
further include an IRC disposed substantially adjacent the inner section on the second face of the 
first laminate and having a second laminate adhesively affixed thereon. The second laminate 
may include inner and outer sections on a first face thereof The inner section of the second 
laminate may be affixed to the IRC and the outer section of the second laminate may be affixed 
to the outer section of the second face of the first laminate. 

[0012] For the paperback rider IRC described above, the liner and the first and second 
laminates may be transparent. The liner may include a second face having an adhesive layer. 
The outer sections of the liner and the first and second laminates may include perforations for 
permitting separation of the IRC from the paperback rider IRC. The ERC may be a coupon, a 
game-piece, an instant winner coupon, a warning, a scratch-off piece, a warranty, instructions, 
description, or a collectible sticker. 

[0013] The invention fiirther provides a paperback rider IRC including a liner having inner 
and outer sections on a first face thereof and a booklet including first and second surfaces. The 
first surface of the booklet may be disposed substantially adjacent the inner section on the first 
face of the liner. The paperback rider IRC may fiirther include a laminate adhesively affixed to 
the second surface of the booklet. The laminate may include inner and outer sections on a first 
face thereof The inner section of the first face of the laminate may be affixed to the booklet. 
The outer section of the first face of the laminate may be affixed to the outer section of the liner 
to substantially enclose the booklet between the laminate and the liner. An IRC may be disposed 
on a second face of the laminate and releasably affixed thereto by a dry release adhesive for 
permitting separation of the IRC from the paperback rider IRC. The IRC may have a surface area 
substantially smaller than a surface area of the booklet. 

[0014] The invention yet fiirther provides a method of manufacturing a paperback rider 
instantly redeemable coupon (IRC), The method may include placing a booklet on a first face of 
a liner including inner and outer sections on the first face. The booklet may include first and 
second surfaces. The first surface of the booklet may be disposed substantially adjacent the inner 
section on the first face of the liner. The method may fiirther include adhesively affixing a first 
laminate to the second surface of the booklet. The first laminate may include inner and outer 
sections on first and second faces thereof The irmer section of the first face of the first laminate 
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may be affixed to the booklet. The outer section of the first face of the first laminate may be 
affixed to the outer section of the liner to substantially enclose the booklet between the first 
laminate and the liner. The method may further include disposing an IRC substantially adjacent 
the inner section on the second face of the first laminate, and adhesively affixing a second 
laminate on the IRC. The second laminate may include inner and outer sections on a first face 
thereof The inner section of the second laminate may be affixed to the IRC and the outer section 
of the second laminate may be affixed to the outer section of the second face of the first laminate. 
[0015] For the method described above, the liner may include a second face having an 
adhesive layer. The method may fiirther include perforating the outer sections of the liner and 
first and second laminates for permitting separation of the IRC fi'om the paperback rider IRC. 
[0016] The invention fiirther provides a method of manufacturing a paperback rider instantly 
redeemable coupon (IRC). The method may include placing a booklet on a first face of a liner 
including inner and outer sections on the first face. The booklet may include first and second 
surfaces. The first surface of the booklet may be disposed substantially adjacent the inner section 
on the first face of the liner. The method may fiirther include adhesively affixing a laminate to 
the second surface of the booklet. The laminate may include inner and outer sections on a first 
face thereof The inner section of the first face of the laminate may be affixed to the booklet. 
The outer section of the first face of the laminate may be affixed to the outer section of the liner 
to substantially enclose the booklet between the laminate and the liner. The method may further 
include adhesively affixing an IRC substantially adjacent the inner section on a second face of 
the laminate by means of a dry release adhesive. 

[0017] The invention also provides a method of manufacturing a paperback rider instantly 
redeemable coupon (IRC). The method may include feeding a first web of material for a booklet 
through at least one print station, thereby defining a booklet web, and feeding a second web of 
material for an IRC through at least one print station, thereby defining an IRC material web. The 
method may fiirther include automatically folding the booklet web, thereby defining a folded 
booklet web, combining the folded booklet web with a third web of a film having an adhesive 
backing layer, and laminating a fourth web of film to the folded booklet web to enclose the 
folded booklet web between the third and fourth webs of film, thereby defining an enclosed 
booklet web. The method may also include combining the enclosed booklet web with the IRC 
material web, combining a fifth web of fihn with the combined enclosed booklet and IRC 
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material web, thereby defining a paperback rider IRC web, die cutting the paperback rider IRC 
web, and perforating sides of the paperback rider IRC web. 

[0018] The invention yet further provides a method of manufacturing a paperback rider 
instantly redeemable coupon (IRC). The method may include feeding a first web of material for 
a booklet through at least one print station, thereby defining a booklet web, feeding a second web 
of material for an IRC through at least one print station, thereby defining an IRC material web, 
and automatically folding the booklet web, thereby defining a folded booklet web. The method 
may further include combining the folded booklet web with a third web of a film having an 
adhesive backing layer, laminating a fourth web of film to the folded booklet web to enclose the 
folded booklet web between the third and fourth webs of film, thereby defining an enclosed 
booklet web, perforating sides of the enclosed booklet web, utilizing a dry release adhesive to 
combine the enclosed booklet web with the IRC material web, thereby defining a paperback rider 
IRC web, and die cutting the paperback rider IRC web, 

[0019] Additional features, advantages, and embodiments of the invention may be set forth or 
apparent fi-om consideration of the following detailed description, drawings, and claims. 
Moreover, it is to be understood that both the foregoing summary of the invention and the 
following detailed description are exemplary and intended to provide further explanation without 
Umiting the scope of the invention as claimed. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0020] The accompanying drawings, which are included to provide a further understanding of 
the invention and are incorporated in and constitute a part of this specification, illustrate preferred 
embodiments of the invention and together with the detail description serve to explain the 
principles of the invention. In the drawings: 

[0021] Fig. 1 is an illustrative view of a machine for applying an IRC to a booklet or leaflet 
label in a single pass according to the present invention; 

[0022] Fig. 2 is an exploded view of a first embodiment of an IRC releasably affixed to a 
booklet or leaflet label; 

[0023] Fig. 3 is an assembled view of the IRC and booklet assembly of Fig. 2; 

[0024] Fig. 4 is an exploded view of a second embodiment of an IRC releasably affixed to a 

booklet or leaflet label; and 
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[0025] Fig. 5 is an assembled view of the IRC and booklet assembly of Fig. 4. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENT 
[0026] Referring now to the drawings wherein like reference numerals designate 
corresponding parts throughout the several views. Fig. 1 illustrates an exemplary machine, 
generally designated IRC/label machine 8, which may be used to apply an IRC and booklet or 
leaflet label, generally designated paperback rider IRC 10 and shown in Figs. 2-5. 
[0027] Referring to Figs. 1-3, for IRC/label machine 8 illustrated in Fig. 1, a typical roll of 
label stock (not shown) of desired width may be placed on a spool. The roll of label stock may 
include a backing layer having a self adhesive clear or opaque film 26, having adhesive layer 44, 
attached thereto. Two rolls of clear film 28 and 32 of a desired width may each be placed on two 
additional spools. A roll of paper for the booklet or leaflet, generally designated 12, may be 
placed on a spool. The width of booklet 12 may be determined by the number of folds required 
to create the number of pages desired. For example. Fig. 2 illustrates a booklet 12 having four 
distinct folded sections. A second roll of paper for IRC 14 may be placed on a spool IRC 14 
may have a single layer, as illustrated in Fig. 2, or may include multiple folds as illustrated for 
booklet 12. The width of the second roll for IRC 14 may be determined by the size of the folded 
booklet or leaflet 12 upon which IRC 14 would be affixed. 

[0028] In a first embodiment of paperback rider IRC 10, a first web of paper for booklet 12 
may be fed through print stations, such as stations 16 of IRC/label machine 8, which print up to 
four colors on one side and one color on the other. Other print stations, such as stations 18, may 
be simultaneously used to print the fi-ont and back of a second web of IRC 14. Booklet 12 may 
then be automatically folded at a folding station, such as station 22. Clear or opaque self- 
adhesive fihn 26 may be provided for affixation of paperback rider IRC 10 to a product. The 
web for booklet 12 may be brought together with a third web of film 26, Booklet 12 may be 
permanently affixed to a top surface of film 26. A fourth web of clear film 32 having a self- 
adhesive backing layer 33 may be used to laminate the web for booklet 12 to the web for film 26. 
The web for film 26 and clear film 32 may be dimensioned larger than the length and width 
dimensions of booklet 12 so as to encase booklet 12 therein. The web for IRC 14 may then be 
brought together with the web for folded booklet 12. A fifth web may be used to laminate a clear 
film 28 over IRC 14 thereby affixing IRC 14 to booklet 12. The five webs may be separately or 
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simultaneously "married" together and thereafter die cut, for example at a die-cutting station 34, 
through top clear film 28, IRC 14, clear film 32, booklet 12, and film 26 down to the backing 
layer (not shown). The waste matrix may be thereafter stripped and rewound to a spool at station 
36. The resulting die cut pieces may then be passed through a station which perforates the two 
vertical sides 38 of the combined pieces. The finished roll may then be rewound. Using a label- 
applying machine installed in the user's production line, the finished roll illustrated in Fig. 3 may 
be automatically and rapidly affixed to a product or package (not shown). 
[0029] A cashier may remove IRC 14 by grasping one comer and tearing along the two 
vertical perforations 38. The booklet 12, encased within film 26 and clear film 32, would be left 
intact still firmly secured to the package or product for later removal by the consumer. 
[0030] Referring to Figs. 1, 4 and 5, in a second embodiment of paperback rider IRC 10 
according to the present invention, IRC 14 may be affixed to clear film 32 laminated to booklet 
12 with a dry release adhesive 42 immediately before the die cutting of the combined webs. The 
web for booklet 12 may be perforated before the web for IRC 14 is applied, and IRC 14 may be 
removed by grabbing an edge to which no glue has been applied. 

[0031] Specifically, for the second embodiment of paperback rider IRC 10, a first web of 
paper for booklet 12 may be fed through print stations, such as stations 16 of ERC/label machine 
8. Other print stations, such as stations 18, may be simultaneously used to print the fi'ont and 
back of IRC 14, which is on a second web. Booklet 12 may then be automatically folded at a 
folding station, such as station 22. Clear or opaque self-adhesive film 26 may be provided for 
affixation of paperback rider IRC 10 to a product. The web for booklet 12 may be brought 
together with a third web of film 26. Booklet 12 may be permanently affixed to a top surface of 
film 26. A fourth web of clear film 32 having a self-adhesive backing layer 33 may be used to 
laminate the web for booklet 12 to the web for film 26. The web for film 26 and clear film 32 
may be dimensioned larger than the length and width dimensions of booklet 12 so as to encase 
booklet 12 therein. IRC 14 may be affixed to clear film 32, which is laminated to booklet 12, 
with a dry release adhesive 42 immediately before the die cutting of the combined webs. The 
web for booklet 12 may be perforated in a similar manner as illustrated in Fig. 2, before web for 
IRC 14 is applied. The four webs may be simultaneously "married" together and thereafter die 
cut, for example at a die-cutting station 34, through IRC 14, clear film 32, booklet 12 and film 
26. The waste matrix may be thereafter stripped and rewound to a spool at station 36. The 
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finished roll may then be rewound. Using a label-applying machine installed in the user's 
production line, the finished roll illustrated in Fig. 3 may be automatically and rapidly affixed to 
a product or package (not shown). 

[0032] hi a third embodiment of paperback rider IRC 10, IRC 14 may be made smaller than 
booklet 12. Booklet 12 may be printed on a conventional off-set press, folded and die cut. 
Booklet 12 may then be "onserted" to a self-adhesive, web liner stock or may be affixed to the 
web with dry release adhesive or laminated to the web with a self-adhesive, clear film substrate. 
The smaller IRC 14 may then be blown onto the web using a label- applying machine. IRC 14 
and booklet 12 may also be printed on a flexographic press and "onserted" to a web. 
[0033] In a fourth embodiment of paperback rider IRC 10, IRC 14 may be affixed to a booklet 
12 of a different dimension, shape or design, as opposed to a booklet 12 of the same dimension. 
For example, booklet label 12 may be made of a different design or pattern, as opposed to IRC 
14. Likewise, booklet label 12 may be made smaller than IRC 14. 

[0034] It is apparent that instead of an IRC 14, a game-piece, an instant winner coupon, a 
warning, a scratch-off piece, a warranty, instructions, description, a collectible sticker and the 
like, may be used in lieu of IRC 14. 

[0035] It is also apparent that for the first embodiment of paperback rider IRC 10 described 
above, instead of booklet 12 being permanently affixed to film 26, booklet 12 may be releasably 
affixed to film 26 by clean release adhesive, as described above for the second embodiment. 
[0036] It is also apparent that IRC 14 may be in the form of a sticker such that IRC 14 could 
be removed and placed elsewhere. In this configuration, IRC 14 may be in the form of a cartoon 
figure, or may be a photograph of a movie actor, athlete and the like. 

[0037] Although particular embodiments of the invention have been described in detail herein 
with reference to the accompanying drawings, it is to be understood that the invention is not 
limited to those particular embodiments, and that various changes and modifications may be 

effected therein by one skilled in the art without departing from the scope or spirit of the 
invention as defined in the appended claims. 
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